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A BILL

To authorize the Secretary of the Interior to facilitate the
transfer to non-Federal ownership of appropriate rec-

lamation projects or facilities, and for other purposes.
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Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-

tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the “Reclamation Title
Transfer and Non-Federal Infrastructure Incentivization
Act”.

SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS.

In this Act:

(1) SECRETARY.—The term ‘“Secretary’” means
the Secretary of the Interior.

(2) ELIGIBLE FACILITY.—The term “eligible fa-
cility”’—

(A) means a reclamation project or facility,
or a portion of such a project or facility (which
may include dams and appurtenant works, in-
frastructure, recreational facilities, buildings,
distribution and drainage works, and associated
lands or imterests in lands or water) that meets
the criteria for potential transfer established
pursuant to section 4; and

(B) does not include a reclamation facility
or separately functioning portion of such facility
that generates hydropower marketed by a power

marketing administration.
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(3) QUALIFYING ENTITY.—The term “quali-
fying entity” means an agency of a State political
subdivision, joint action or powers agency, water
users association, Indian Tribe or Tribal utility au-
thority, that—
(A) held or holds a water service contract,
repayment contract, operation and maintenance
contract, water rights settlement contract or ex-
change contract providing for water service
from the eligible facility to be transferred; and
(B) as determined by the Secretary, has
the capacity to continue to manage the con-
veyed property for the same purposes by which
the property has been managed under reclama-
tion law.
(4) CONVEYED PROPERTY.—The term ‘“‘con-
veyed property’” means an eligible facility that has
been transferred out of Federal ownership under
this Act.
SEC. 3. AUTHORIZATION OF TITLE TRANSFER.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may convey to a
qualifying entity all right, title, and interest of the United
States in and to any eligible facility, subject to subsections

(b) and (c), if—
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(1) the Secretary notifies Congress in writing of
the proposed conveyance, and the reasons for the
conveyance, not later than 90 days before the date
on which the Secretary makes the conveyance; and
(2) Congress does not pass a joint resolution
disapproving the conveyance before such date.

(b) ASSOCIATED WATER RIGHTS AND USES.—Fed-
eral interests in associated water rights and uses, if in-
cluded, shall be conveyed in accordance with applicable
State law under this Act by a written agreement between
the Secretary and the qualifying entity.

(¢) CONSULTATION.—Interests in eligible facilities
shall be conveyed under this Act by a written agreement
between the Secretary and the qualifying entity, developed
in consultation with any existing water and power cus-
tomers affected by the eligible facility.

(d) RicaT oF FIRST REFUSAL.—If the entity that
operates and maintains an eligible facility at the time that
the Secretary attempts to facilitate the conveyance under
subsection (¢) is a qualifying entity, that entity shall have
the right of first refusal to receive the conveyance under

this Act.
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SEC. 4. ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA FOR TITLE TRANSFER

UNDER THIS ACT.

Not later than one year after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act, the Secretary shall establish criteria for
determining whether facilities are eligible for title transfer
under this Act. The criteria shall include the following
minimum requirements:

(1) The qualifying entity agrees to accept title
to the property proposed for transfer.

(2) The proposed title transfer will not have an
unmitigated significant effect on the environment.

(3) The qualifying entity intends to use the
property for substantially the same purposes the
property is being used for at the time the Secretary
evaluates the potential transfer.

(4) The transfer is consistent with the Sec-
retary’s responsibility to protect land and water re-
sources held in trust for federally recognized Indian
Tribes.

(5) The transfer i1s consistent with the Sec-
retary’s responsibility to ensure compliance with
international treaties and interstate compacts.

(6) The qualifying entity agrees to provide, as
consideration for the assets to be conveyed, com-
pensation to the United States worth the equivalent
of the present value of any repayment obligation to
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the United States or other income stream the United
States derives from the assets to be transferred at
the time of the transfer.

SEC. 5. OTHER CONDITIONS FOR CONVEYANCES.

(a) POWER RATES.—No conveyance under this Act
may adversely impact power rates or repayment obliga-
tions.

(b) NEPA.—The Secretary shall apply a categorical
exclusion process under the National Environmental Pol-
icy Act of 1969 (42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.) on eligible facili-
ties under this Act.

SEC. 6. LIABILITY.

Effective upon the date of conveyance of any eligible
facility pursuant to this Act, the United States shall not
be liable for damages of any kind arising out of any act,
omission, or occurrence based on its prior ownership or
operation of the conveyed property, except for damages
caused by acts of negligence committed by the United
States or by its employees, agents, or contractors, prior
to conveyance.

SEC. 7. BENEFITS.

After a conveyance under this Act
(1) the conveyed property shall not be consid-
ered to be a part of a Federal reclamation project;

and
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(2) in the event that a transfer of an entire
project occurs, the entity to which the property is
conveyed shall not be eligible to receive any benefits,
including project power, with respect to the conveyed
property, except benefits that would be available to
a similarly situated entity with respect to property
that is not part of a Federal reclamation project.

SEC. 8. COMPLIANCE WITH OTHER LAWS.

After a conveyance under this Act, the entity to which
the property is conveyed shall comply with all applicable
Federal, State, and local laws and regulations in its oper-
ation of the conveyed property.

SEC. 9. NOTIFICATION.

The Secretary shall submit, as part of the Secretary’s
annual budget submission to Congress—

(1) a deseription of the actions taken to imple-
ment this Act; and

(2) a list of conveyances made or initiated by

the Secretary or a qualifying entity under this Act.

*HR 3281 RH






Union Calendar No. 242

115 CONGRESS
LN HLR. 3281

[Report No. 115-334]

A BILL

To authorize the Secretary of the Interior to facili-
tate the transfer to non-KFederal ownership of ap-
propriate reclamation projects or facilities, and
for other purposes.

SEPTEMBER 27, 2017

Committed to the Committee of the Whole HHouse on the
State of the Union and ordered to be printed




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue true
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth 8
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth 8
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck true
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly true
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError false
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier (CGATS TR 001)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <>
    /CHT <>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV <>
    /HUN <>
    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF che devono essere conformi o verificati in base a PDF/X-1a:2001, uno standard ISO per lo scambio di contenuto grafico. Per ulteriori informazioni sulla creazione di documenti PDF compatibili con PDF/X-1a, consultare la Guida dell'utente di Acrobat. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 4.0 e versioni successive.)
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die moeten worden gecontroleerd of moeten voldoen aan PDF/X-1a:2001, een ISO-standaard voor het uitwisselen van grafische gegevens. Raadpleeg de gebruikershandleiding van Acrobat voor meer informatie over het maken van PDF-documenten die compatibel zijn met PDF/X-1a. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 4.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents that are to be checked or must conform to PDF/X-1a:2001, an ISO standard for graphic content exchange.  For more information on creating PDF/X-1a compliant PDF documents, please refer to the Acrobat User Guide.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 4.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /HighResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


		Superintendent of Documents
	2017-09-28T01:39:54-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




